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his employer any reason for suspecting that he had
been taking a part, however passive and innocent, in
the business which ended-in the massacre of Peterloo.
Looking back now at the whole story of the day's
events, it is easy enough to see that the massacre, if
massacre it may still be called, was not premeditated
on the part of the magistrates or on the part of the
troops whom they called in so mistaken a way to their
assistance. The officers in command of the troops,
and the troops themselves, were, of course, entirely
innocent of any desire to massacre anybody. In
almost every case in the modern history of England
in which the soldiers have come into collision with the
populace and a calamity has been the result, the
calamity has not been caused by any wanton action
on the part of the soldiers or by those immediately
in command of them, but by some confusion and
blundering on the part of those who represented the
civil authorities. In this case the magistrates un-
doubtedly blundered. They blundered in their notion
of arresting the leaders of the crowd at the moment
and on the spot, and they blundered also in the
measures which they took to have the arrests accom-
plished. But it does not appear that they had any set
desire to bring about a collision between the military
force and the peaceful citizens assembled at the
meeting. On the other hand, there can be no doubt
that the meeting was perfectly peaceful, orderly; and
legitimate. In our days, when a portion of Hyde
Park has been specially set aside for the purpose of
Sunday meetings in the open air, no question could
arise such as that which bewildered the brains of the